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Treasures
of the deep

Swimming with whale sharks
on Australia's other great reef
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Bidter fres wimds Daniel
Soott koves Ningaloo
because noolher

ratural phenomenon
araund Australia s so

ountdul and codourful
wed so unscathed by
mass tourism

Ningaloo Reef is one of the most reliable places on the planet to see whale sharks and the 2014 season
starts now, continuing until July. Daniel Scott snorkels, sails and swims on Australia’s most accessible
reef, with luxury digs at days end.
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see some g mariee fife m the
decper, darker sco off the reed.
Weemrele nbove thres whale
shuarks, their markings clearky
visible from A0 metres above,
check out two equaliv-bag tiger

sharks and fnd conglomeratsons of
20 or neore tartles. Aswe descend

towardsthe dirt mirstrap ad Coral
Bay, we fly over Sail Mingaloo’s

Shore Thing, my catamaran home

forthe et three days.

T'wo kours later, I'm lounging
with o glass of sparklicg wine as
the vacht's sails cateh the bght of

another sahBnwe west const sunsed.

Zailieg o short distamce inside
the reef all fve passe ngors
imeludieg bwo fellow divers fram
Texnsand two Consdian woeen,
are settlmp i quickly.

We're hecky" says Soil Mingadono

skipper and owner Luke Baley,
weloomisg us, "the reefis so

unexplored that we don't kave to go

far to show you amazing coral
gaurdems and dive sites that we've
mamed ourseives,

'yedived ard snorkelled
around the world,” he says
“and Ningnkeois the healthiest
reo, with the most shundant
wildlife, ['ve scen®

e love the sme of Share

Thing," says Luke's wife Lanmiz as

shi prepares dineer, “for the
gualdy of the expericnce we can
offer people. With B guests

manximum it's as personafsed and

gon-dricndhy oswe cnm make it
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O board Shore Thieg, each
cahin hos o big, snug bed (or twin
simplesl and en suite shower amd
todlet fctlitics, and conemunal
arvas sach as the lounge are
spacious aed imvitieg. At migh,
anchored within the reef, thereis
mmimal swell and, taning mto the
gentle rocking motion, [ deep
soundly.

(i thee flrst morning 1wrake to o
breakiust of baked eggs with bacon
and mashrooms presented m
ramckinswith freshly madebread.
Every day, working within the
confinesof the galley, chel Lannie
createsthroe imoginative meals.
14" mot omhy main coueses, sach as
goldband snapper with kemon salsa
and potato bake, that impress_ but
the accomponying salads,
incorparating beetroct. wald rice,
fentils ond cnpers.

Best of all when Canodaan Kym
catches o smoll toma, it iz brigkly
filleted by Luke and presented as
the froshest saghimi canap.

GETTING THERE

Qantas Nlies ex Perth to Learmanth
(Exmiowth): transders availabie o
Sall Salis and Coral Bay. Ses
Giantas.comau

GETTING AROUND
Scerc flights Yardie Creek ta Coral
Bay from S750 return See
e e ST r e CoimLa

Sail Mingaloo's three-day Coral
Garden cuises from $1700 each in
a cabin (twin share) Including

As Lake promised, we don't peed
to travel far for excellent dive and
snorke] sites, joarneying just 10
nastical miles from Coral Bay i
three days.

We begin with a dive, led by
dwemaster Trovis Topping, at
Sid’s Harboar on the outer reed.

We don't meet resident groper
Zid but we do encounter the rst o
many giant manta rays we will see
o the teip, 22 4 metre wingspan
dwnrfieg wsas # sails overheod

Laterthat day, we visit two
enivkeling sres that outdo
amythieg I've seen o the Great
Barrer Keef, inthe Bed Seaorthe
South Preafic.

Baodh featare forests of staphors
coral, 100kyear-cid caterops and
imnmeas urabie numbers of tropical
fish. Intermittent sand patches
vield bigger marine Bfe too.

1 spota grandinther loggerhead
turtle laping nloeg several white
need bl ack-tipped reef sharks
eraising hesade the rect and

diving (=guiprrent hirs $1000,
snarkeling, all fcod and soft drink
Feve-day cruisss from £2700. See
Lailningaloo.com.au

STAYING THERE

A, zoc-riight Sail ared Snorked
Mingaloo package has air transfers
bebassn Yardie Cresk ard Coral
Bay. Fram 4808 each, Agril-
Bovember 30, See salsaks comuau
fNoumey-padeages Sal Salis costs
LTE0 per reght (bwin sharel

— = NINGALOO

porcupime and cow rays hoovering
neross the senbsed.

Maore spectacular diving ond
snorkelling follows inseveral other
gites updil we passengers, SEnsing o
eoed topreserve these special
ploces, begin suggesting nomes
Ik * S0-80 reed™ o divert fature
vEitors

Ther, onthe final mereang Lake
steers Shove Thing to ar arez that
e keermrs 55 o cleaning station,
where manta rays gather to have
timy fish rid them of parasites.

Within manutes we are
snorkelling above o bar, slow:
Eovisg Eania

Mirroring itspirouettes and
duck-diving cecasiomally to within
towching distance of its cape dike
wings, the thrilfing cha-chn lasts
for more than an hoar

By the end of this, nyy fifth vsit
to Mingaleo reef, 1 fecl deeply
conflicted

Omthe one band ['wanito
broadcast itz treasures tothe
rooftops. On the other, [don't want
ittopo the way of that other
Australian worder off dle north-
onst coast, redoced, in places, toa
coloaressskeleton by agricultural
ru-odf and rissng sea
temperatares, its coml gardens
trampled by beatinads of heawy-
koofed snorkeliers

Uttimately, though, I ean't kelp
wanting others tosee itfoo and Sal
Salis and 222l Nimgaloo represent
the meost enlightened, bowimpact
way of deing so. T

The wrtder was @ puest of Tourtem
WL, Sal Salis and il Ningmdo

MUST-DOS

SWIM WITH SHARKS
Thee plaritorHich waters off
Mergalon Resd are ome of the
planet’s mast reliable places
o s whale sharks betwesen
muc-March to kste July sxch

vear. The 2014 season |5 off to
a fhying =tart, up to 10 vehele
shans spotbed svery day so
far. Swiarreming witth the
largest Fish in the sea s ane of
the great wilchi e encounters
Several operators al Exmouth
and Corall Bay us= light
airoraft o locabe the creatures
ard drop passengers shead
af the whesle shark. Operatoes
o reg whiale shark
foaurs incude
ng=ningalooresttours
e, Prices $385 an adult,
EX70 child and $109% for a
famaly af bao aduls and bwo

chiidren Ca saareg of 321100

Sall Salis also offer three-night
whale shiark packsges
Cagril 1 kuly 310 for E2660 a
person 477 & reghtl,
workang in conjuncbon with
Oz Eco Adverdures. This
includes awhale shark day
tour and thres nights all
imclusive 3l Sal Sals

GET HIGH ON NINGALOO
Take a micra-light Might e
the reef, bEsrning bow to
cantrol the craft from pilok
Gawr Penfold, ane od anly
two pecple fo have micra-
lighrtesd night across Ausiralia
2 wou talos i e view,
Thirty-minude introductary
fisghts fram $199. See
ringaicamicrolgits.com

SEE THE WILDFLOWERS
Takez a four-whesl-drive
“Hange ta reed” safae tour in
the luly-Ociober season for
colours as vibrant on land as
Hese an the resl. Sos
Weshreksalariows com.au.

WVIEW NESTING TURTLES
Between Decembsr and
March, the beaches at
Mirgaloo are rockeries for
liree species af threatened
marire turtke, the green,
oggerhead and havekstil A3
risght durirg the season, the
Departme=nt of Erviscnment
and Conservation conducts
puided turtle imtesaction
bours froem ke Juraks centre.
an imberpretive centre
12 klcemestres fram Exsnouth.
Depending cn the bming af
your visil pou get to witness
adult fermeales, in a trance-like:
stabe, Laying and burying
thesr eggs on the besch, or
iafter i the season wakch
habchlings scurrying for the
pcean after emerging from
thix ssandy burrows. Adults
£20, Cnikdren $10. See
ningalsolue iles. org au
Auarrbihimi.

TAKE A BOAT TOUR
On the north-westen cape a
fitHe way sowth of Sal Salis,
cruese bekwsssn
multicalowred gorge walls
that are home ta & colony of
rane bilksci-ioo bed wallabies.
Phone OB 5849 20080

Daniel 5coll
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